[Role of neck-head arthroplasty in the treatment of per-trochanteric fractures after the age of 70. Apropos of 140 cases].
The authors compare the results obtained in two series of trochanteric fractures in patients aged more than 70 years. In the first series, the fractures in 64 patients were all treated by nail-plate fixation. In the second series, fractures in 76 patients were treated either by nail-plate fixation (39 cases) or insertion of a prosthesis (37 cases). Prostheses were inserted in unstable fractures. It is concluded that, in all main respects, the results in unstable fractures were better after prostheses than after fixation. This finding is thought to be due to the greater speed of the operation and the possibility of early weight bearing.